
ANNEXURE A:  

2018 BRRAG CHAIRPERSON’S ANNUAL REPORT 

Introduction 
The Constitution of the Bushman’s River Mouth Ratepayers Organisation (BRRAG) defines 
“Bushman’s River Mouth” as meaning Bushman’s River Mouth Old Village, Riversbend, Boesmans 
Estate, San Estate, Bushman’s Creek and Coral Gardens and its environs. While most members reside 
in the Old Village, the organisation aims to provide a voice to residents and homeowners in all the 
above-mentioned areas. 

Section 3 of the Constitution (Objects and Powers) sets out main activities that the organisation must 
engage in. These activities can be broadly divided into 4 areas: 

 Ensuring adequate and equitable service delivery by the local authority, that being the Ndlambe 
Municipality 

 Ensuring the conservation and protection of the environment including the beaches, estuary and protected 
public spaces. 

 Maintaining and enhancing the identity and characteristics Bushman’s River Mouth and promote the 
interests and welfare of BRRAG’s members. 

 Raising funds to support the activities of BRRAG 
In doing the above the BRRAG Constitution allows the organisation to collaborate with other ratepayers’ 
or similar organisations. 

While not mentioned in the Constitution, the safety and security of residents, home owners and holiday 
guests in the area that the organisation serves, has become a critical function of the organisation. A 
Security sub-committee provides guidance and oversight of safety and security matters. 

Ndlambe Municipality and Service Delivery 
The BRRAG Executive Committee spent a lot of effort in engaging the Ndlambe Municipality, either as 
a recognised community organisation, in conjunction with similar organisation through the Ndlambe 
Ratepayers’ Forum and via the Ward Committee.  The Ward Committee structures should be the 
primary structures through which community members communicate with the Town Council, The 
Executive Mayor and the Municipal Manager and other officials.  Despite BRRAG’s best efforts the 
Ward 3 Ward Committee, like almost all other Ward Committees in Ndlambe, only exists on paper. 
While BRRAG prepared inputs to Integrated Development Plan for the entire Ward and distributed these 
to Ward Committee members, only two meetings were held and the last two critical meetings could not 
be held due to lack of a quorum and thus no official channel exists for the community to provide inputs 
into the annual revision of the IDP.  The matter was taken up with the Mayor, through the NRF, and 
with the Municipal Manager at a meeting held with him and selected officials here in Bushman’s on 26 
November 2018. Both the Mayor and the Municipal Manager are well aware of their statutory obligations 
to ensure the community has adequate opportunity to give inputs into the IDP, Budget, the annual 
Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan and even the review of the performance of the 
Municipal Executive.  The Municipal Manager assured us that they are appointing a service provider to 
train Ward Committee members in their duties to ensure that the Ward Committees function properly 
and serve the purpose they are mandated to do. While we must wait and see what transpires, it has 
been decided in principle that should the Municipality not remedy the situation, BRRAG will either on 
its own or in conjunction with NRF, take legal action to have the IDP declared null and void as the IDP 
does not take cognisance of the requirements of the community. In this way they Municipal Executive 
will forced to heed the inputs from communities such as ours. 



While addressing this major issue BRRAG continued to engage on individual issues like the removal of 
green litter from public spaces, the erection of illegal advertising signs all over the village and the 
erection of a memorial works, in the form of an elaborate bench and memorial stone, on public spaces.  
This last issue had caused disharmony in not only the Bushman’s community but was in fact a spill over 
of what was happening in Kenton when the memorial works was illegally placed on private land that is 
held in trust for the general public around Shelly Beach.  The result was that the Municipality had to 
come up with a policy on what is acceptable form of park benches that can be placed in memory of 
loved ones or simply donated to the community. BRRAG engaged with Municipal Manager on the 
attitude of some of the officials that the officials need not consult with the community when approving 
the placement of benches. As the placement affects all community members, the Municipal Manager 
agreed that community needs to be consulted and that this principle will be enforced. 

As community is aware, the water supply to the entire area served by the local Amatola Water Board 
plant, is under severe strain.  The supply is severely constrained and the current drought is aggravating 
this. The Municipality is responsible for the distribution infrastructure.  There is growing evidence that a 
very large percentage of consumption is lost due to leaks. BRRAG and the Kenton-on-Sea Ratepayers’ 
Association will be tackling this problem, will take whatever action is required, and to force if necessary, 
the Municipality to repair the infrastructure to stop water wastage. This must be one of the top priorities 
in the Revised IDP. 

Conservation and Protection of the Environment 
BRRAG works closely with Estuary Care to ensure the conservation and protection of the river and its 
estuary. Estuary care is doing a sterling job of maintain the banks and riverine structures of the both 
Bushman’s and the Kariega Rivers. For the holiday makers their main contribution is the marking of 
channels and hazardous areas in the river. BRRAG’s Vice Chairperson, Bill Northrop, is also on the 
Estuary Care Committee and undertakes the arduous task of annually repositioning and placing of 
channels markers. This is despite Bill suffering some health challenges during the year. To Bill a big 
thank you from the entire community for making the river safe for the boaters! 

BRRAG continued its efforts to have the sand piles left over from the dredging along the western bank 
of the estuary. However, despite our best efforts we can get no response form the provincial authorities 
who ignore both BRRAG’s and Estuary Care’s written submissions.  The Executive Committee 
endorsed the proposal by Corrie Swanepoel to clean up the area adjoining the slipway car park. In 
years gone by, this area was a lovely beach, but with time has become overgrown with grass and 
became unusable to the public. It had in fact become a health hazard due to members of the public 
dumping waste in the long grass. The area is now again safe to use and although not the beach it once 
was, it is open to the public.  

Maintaining the Identity and Characteristics of Bushman’s  
One of BRRAG’s main activities is village maintenance. On the Bushman’s Old Village, the portfolio 
begins at the entrance to old Bushman's, right through to the slip way, the board walk, and on to the 
beach car park.  

All the parks and open spaces are cut and maintained throughout the year to schedule, and all goes 
well if the weather plays ball and the labour arrives at work. Walker Park, Zig Zag Way, the Trailer Park, 
Bridge Park, the two sides of Le Roux Street, the Look Out Point, the parking area for the Anglican 
Church and the Cemetery - the list is never ending! In addition to everything done in the past, the area 
in front of the Town Hall was extensively cleaned out just before the holiday season. Alien and non-
indigenous invasive plant species are removed. Thankfully, the Municipality cut and maintain the low-
lying area within the flood line. They also remove household refuse on a weekly basis, but apart from 
that the rest of the cleaning of the Village is undertaken by BRRAG. 



The ablution buildings at the slip way beach and the picnic beach area must be checked, cleaned and 
maintained on a weekly basis. During the holiday season BRRAG employs an additional staff member 
to clean all the ablution blocks at twice daily.  All the areas in Ndlambe are experiencing a huge increase 
in the incidents of vandalism which, in the end, costs the community money to carry out remedial work. 
BRRAG had to replace cisterns and taps just prior to the holiday season as the Municipality never got 
around to repair the damage reported to them. 

Green litter left by vegetation cutting throughout Bushman's village is removed on a regular basis and 
taken to the chipper plant in Riversbend using the BRRAG trailer. BRRAG has no means of moving 
builder's rubble which is abandoned on the side of the road as the only place that now accepts this type 
of refuse is Alexandria or Port Alfred. BRRAG is engaging with the Municipality to act against offenders 
leaving green litter and other refuse in public spaces. 

A major project this year was the rehabilitation of the Mouton Walkway along the river bank and gabion 
wall.  The original structure had been weakened over time and needed not just repair, but a major 
upgrade to the walkway surface structure and the handrails. Corrie and his team did a fantastic job 
under very trying circumstances. However, a big thank you to the individuals who provided generous 
financial support for the project. 

The Riversbend crew, led by Dalien and Kevin, did a fantastic job of getting individual owners to clear 
their plots of refuse and alien plants and engaging a contractor to remove almost all the remaining 
rubble and refuse to the designated dump site in Alexandria. Kevin continues trimming trees and 
removing alien plants as and where necessary.  The succulent garden at the entrance to Riversbend is 
testament to their hard work and commitment. 

Fundraising 

Without members’ support, both moral and financial, is would not be possible for BRRAG to undertake 
maintenance and other projects that make Bushman’s River Mouth the desirable place it is. Most 
members and other residents are very happy with our work and enjoy living in a clean village which 
enhances the desirability and value of their properties.  

To do this a major effort was put into fundraising this year, as in previous years. BRRAG cannot ask 
you for members’ support if it does not do its bit to generate income for the organisation. The Fund-
Raising subcommittee has worked tirelessly and very enthusiastically. Three craft market/car boot sales 
were held where boerewors rolls, pancakes, cold drinks, tea and coffee sold. A Community Father's 
Day luncheon at the tennis club proved to be popular and at the beginning of December a Community 
Christmas Braai was held and this event, too, was very well supported. 

The Auction and Christmas Raffle, which took place at the beginning of this meeting, received 
exceptional support and gave some wonderful prizes, all of which were generously donated. Monthly 
braais at the Tennis Club continue to strive to make Bushmans village a cohesive community and bring 
people together whilst helping to raise funds at the same time. The Tennis 100 Club generated a 
substantial amount towards the fundraising. The Treasurer will give the numbers in his financial report. 

Part of our fundraising effort is keeping our members and would-be members informed of developments 
in our community and the work being done by BRRAG. We need to thank Jack Dell for the rejuvenation 
of the Newsletter that strives to be both entertaining and enlightening. I Know what effort it is to get all 
the contributors to get their news in and often must be reminded if I am amiss. A special thanks to 
Barbara Meiring for doing the translation of the newsletter and numerous notices into Afrikaans. 

We need to do still better in communicating with our current members and the rest of our community to 
get more support. None of the Committee Members are expert in this field and if we can get volunteers 
with the necessary expertise to assist us, we would be eternally grateful. One of our members who is 
in the communications business, has volunteered to set up a Facebook page for BRRAG. However, we 
need good material to go into it and ask all to come forward with the good news that we do not always 
know about. 



Security 
There have been some major developments in community Safety and Security.  The most significant 
of this been the expansion of the neighbourhood patrols being undertaken throughout year by a small 
band of dedicated persons. For reasons of security they prefer to be anonymous, as they are mostly 
family women and men and they must leave their families unprotected while they are on patrol. As a 
group, they raised funds for getting modern digital radios for their communications and are completely 
integrated with both the SAPS structures and the local security company. Most members and holiday 
visitors will never be aware of these dedicated people who putting in an extraordinary effort of this 
holiday season.  We are very grateful for their dedication and selfless support to all of us and thank 
them. 

A further effort to bolster security over the holidays has been the employment of addition security guards 
to patrol the village by night and be on watch at the slipway and beach car park during the day.  Last 
year we had no significant crime during the period they were deployed and the same trend appears to 
be emerging this year. We hope we can again have a relatively crime free period this year by having 
an integrated approach to safety and security. Again, we all owe thanks to those members who so 
generously contributed to this cause. With voluntary contributions this would not be possible. 

The crime trend for year showed up two anomalies when compared to previous years.  The first was a 
scourge of copper and other non-ferrous material theft from homes in the area.   The SAPS put in a lot 
of effort and some criminals including the buyers of stolen material, have been brought to book and 
thankfully this crime spree appears to have ended. 

On a more serious note we encountered some robbery with violence incidents across the entire 
Ndlambe municipal area. In most of the cases firearms, cash and high value items were stolen.  What 
became evident was the perpetrators were from out of town. However, they recruited locals to identify 
potential victims. The entire SAPS Ndlambe Cluster worked on the problem and the perpetrators were 
eventually apprehended and charged. Many firearms and high value items were recovered.  

The local farming association has contracted a security company to install number plate recognition 
cameras along the major roads in the area. These are proving very valuable and were instrumental in 
identifying the vehicles used by the criminals in the area and contributed to arrest of the armed robbery 
gang.  BRRAG will be investigating the feasibility of installing a limited number of these cameras at key 
points in Bushman’s, as we know that a lot of criminals is from outside the area and come in by road. 

A detailed report of crime statistics for 2018 will be published and distributed to members early in the 
New Year once we have had a chance to validate it with the SAPS. 

The Executive Committee received several complaints about the level of service delivery from Hi-Tec 
Security. The Committee decided to investigate if alternative security services were available to 
members. It turned out that the local security services companies are operating in a cartel-like manner 
where they do not compete in certain areas. With no local alternative available, the Committee looked 
wider and received a response from Fidelity ADT.  This company has a national base but is not active 
in the area. The company does offer more advanced services than any of the local suppliers.  At the 
request of Fidelity ADT, BRRAG sent out copies of “Adoption Proposal” letters to all members.  Should 
anyone be interested in finding out more about the Fidelity ADT offering they are to complete the form 
and submit it directly the company.  BRRAG does not wish to endorse either Hi-Tec or Fidelity ADT but 
wants to ensure that members at least have a choice between competing companies for security 
services. 

 



Thanks 
First of all, thank you to all the members of BRRAG for your attendance and contributions to the 
discussions as well as your very generous financial and moral support. 

As Chairperson my thanks also go to the following: 

To all members Executive Committee for their unstinting support to me during the year. I am new to the 
job and had to rely on their “corporate memory” and insight of the stalwarts, especially Sheila and Lötter, 
who have been leading and serving on the committee for many years. 

To Gerald Schmidt and Ference Toth who support me on the Security subcommittee and in their own 
right for managing the sub-portfolios such as neighbourhood patrols, communications and the camera 
fund representation.  

Also, thanks to Gerald as your Treasurer. This is a thankless job and he does it so well. 

To Bill Northrop who, as vice Chair, is always willing to lend a hand to any other of the portfolio's that 
require assistance, particularly pulling the BRRAG trailer! Thanks to Bill for representing us is a member 
of the Estuary Care Committee and keeping oversight on the Estuary Care employees when they work 
on the Bushman’s side of the river.  Bill also represents BRRAG on the Community Police Forum 
Executive Committee and runs the Volunteer Firefighting group with in BRRAG. We are all grateful and 
thankful that Bill has been able to carry out all these tasks despite his current health setback and we all 
wish him a speedy recovery. 

To Mike White who has the Civil Engineering portfolio which includes all civil engineering projects and 
matters including road surfacing, the ablution blocks and all Integrated Development Programme 
matters. 

To Neville Loader for monitoring the vlei and Storm Water Drainage and his representivity on the 
Chamber of Business Forum. Neville has sadly sold up here and moved to Natal.  We are all grateful 
for the part he played whilst a member of this community. 

To Jack Dell, and his team for the fund-raising initiatives they have instituted and so willingly, carried 
throughout the year.  

Also to Jack for the great newsletter and all the community braais that he organises and runs. 

To Corrie Swanepoel the Village Maintenance committee, without whom, the Village would not look like 
it does today. He has also trained the staff with regards to the painting of speed humps, I am sure that 
old Bushmans village is the only place in the country where the centre lines on the roads are painted 
by a blind man and his guide dog !!!!!  

Similarly, too Dalien Pachonick and Kevin Bates who tirelessly work in Riversbend environment and 
continue to grow membership in that area. 

To Boet Minnaar who has given us legal guidance when necessary and is supporting the Committee in 
its efforts to institute legal action against the Municipality for not taking action the issue of the flooding 
that occurs in the Old Village during heavy rains. 

To all of our members, my sincere thanks for everything you as members have done for BRRAG to 
make it possible for us to make the difference! 

 

 

John Wesley 

Chairperson: Executive Committee, Bushman’s River Mouth Ratepayers’ Organisation, 27 Dec. 2018 
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