NEWSLETTER August 2024

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS — brrag@boesmans.co.za

Please amend you bank beneficiary details accordingly.

TOWN HALL FACILITIES - for bookings: Sue Muirhead 0842976190
The board room is avilable for meetings, including 1 hour free WiFi.

The new Boesmans Cave area was completed during late June and has been utlised for private
functions. It is ideal for intimate functions for up to 60 people and provides a bar area, braai
area and some tables and chairs.
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BOESMANSRIVIERMOND

For many years, the entrance to Boesmansriviermond lacked appropriate signage that reflected the
village’s proud history. After extensive deliberation, a concept was developed that resonated with the
community. The chosen symbol was the Volo, a ship that stranded in 1896 and is closely associated
with the village.

The design of the signage was inspired by old pictures of the Volo. While it was impossible to laser cut
every detail, a symbol was created to closely resemble these historical images.

The Boesmansriviermond Ratepayers’ Organization (BRRAG) spearheaded and managed the design
andinstallation process, which was completed on July 10, 2024. As part of the Sunshine Coast branding
campaign, a Sunshine Tourism logo will be attached as well.

This project was made possible by the support and efforts of numerous individuals and organizations.
Special thanks go to:

o Sunshine Coast Tourism (main funder)

o Kenton Boesmans Chamber of Business & Tourism (funding)

o Johan & Louis Blignaut of Coral Gardens (providing the wall space)
o Polos Purdon & Colleen Bedford (design and ideas)

o Chris de Witt of Signs of Steel (manufacturing)

o Marco Taljaard of Tallies Supply, Builders, and Removals (installation)



o Bobby Millar & Dirk Kotze of Mobile Online Hardware (extending the height of the wall)
. BRRAG team and members (funding, ideas, and support)

. Pam Golding (funding)

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all involved who made this project possible through countless
hours of planning, labour, and Project Management conducted by our vice-chair, Jacques de Wit.
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WHATSAPP GROUP FOR MEMBERS

We have established a WhatsApp group for paid up members of BRRAG. It is an additional
communication channel to improve communication with members. If you were on this group,
all the above news would have been with you as it happened. If you want to join and read our
communications or communicate with us, please send your name and surname and cellular
number to us by email. Send it to our email address BRRAG@BOESMANS.CO.ZA with the
words WhatsApp group in the subject line.
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DUNE ABLUTION

The dangerous dune ablution block has finally been demolished. We are campaigning for the
slipway toilets to be upgraded.

Why Boesmansriviermond, Eastern Cape, is the Perfect Place to Call Home

Boesmansriviermond, with its stunning coastal setting in South Africa’s Eastern Cape, might
sound like it’s straight out of a travel brochure, but trust me, it’s even better than that. My
husband, Les, and | moved here in late 2021, looking for a peaceful small-town vibe.

One of the best things about living here is the amazing natural beauty right at our doorstep.
Winters are pleasantly mild, and summers are warm and sunny, making it perfect for all sorts
of outdoor fun. Whether it's taking a swim in the lagoon, strolling along the beach, or
spending the day boating and fishing in the river, there’s always something to enjoy. Our two
dogs love their walks, and we can’t get enough of the gorgeous views.

Being part of this small town has given us the chance to connect with a close-knit community
that truly values a relaxed and meaningful way of life. The friendly atmosphere here makes it
easy to feel at home. We especially love our local spots: The Daily Shop is where we grab a
coffee and breakfast bun on Sundays while picking up the newspaper. The Post House Grill is
great for a delicious meal, Red Apple serves up a fantastic breakfast, BBG is perfect for a quick
dinner during the week, and the Sandbar—well, in my book, it’s the best place for sundowners
and calamari.



The monthly market at the Town Hall is another highlight, offering a chance to support local
vendors and catch up with friends. And the BRRAG bring-and-braai at the Tennis Club on the
last Friday of each month is a fantastic way to socialize and meet new people.

What's really special about Boesmansriviermond is its dedication to keeping the village’s
natural charm intact. BRRAG and community members are actively involved in environmental
conservation and improving local services by building strong relationships with local
authorities. There are ongoing efforts in beautification, maintenance, and fun, engaging
community activities.

There’s also a strong spirit of giving back here. Local groups, churches, and charities are deeply
involved in supporting those in need. Organizations like Child Welfare, Rotary, Round Table,
and Domestic Animal Care work tirelessly throughout the year, offering education, support,
and local services. We have an active community policing forum, and | am grateful to the
members of Night Watch who patrol our neighbourhood.

I’'m involved in community outreach, especially with early childhood programs in Marcelle
and the informal settlements. We work on tackling malnutrition by providing education to
mothers and nutritious meals to preschoolers. We help break the cycle of poverty by assisting
with administrative tasks like obtaining birth certificates and childcare grants. It’s incredibly
rewarding to feel like I'm making a real difference in people’s lives.

Whether you’re drawn to outdoor adventures, cultural events, community service, or just the
peaceful vibe, Boesmansriviermond has something for everyone. If you’re new to the area or
eager to get involved and explore what makes this place so special, don’t hesitate to reach
out to me at 082 344 9709. I'd love to help you discover everything Boesmansriviermond has
to offer!

Rowene.

SNIPPETS

The winners of the June 100 Clob draw were:
1. Rean Rheeder (no 9) R1125

2. Marietjie Marais (no 20) R740

3. Mike Johnson (no 79) R35

Please join the 100-club. Send us an email to obtain details.



Bushmans “painted ladies” next to the Daily
Shop

Community Report: Boesmansriviermond's Unique "Honesty or Free Library" Initiative.

Boesmansriviermond has introduced a heartwarming and unique concept - an Honesty or
Free Library!

This special initiative allows residents to freely borrow any of the donated books and, in
return, contribute by leaving their own pre-read books for others to enjoy. It's a wonderful
way to share the love of reading within the community.

The idea for the Honesty Library originated from the forward-thinking members of the
Boesmansriviermond Ratepayers Organization (BRRAG).

Initially, the BRRAG members placed a few pre-read books on the veranda at the Townhall,
offering them free of charge. To their delight, residents began reciprocating by bringing
their own books to share, creating a cycle of generosity and literary exchange!

This simple yet impactful idea quickly gained momentum, thanks to the dedication and
vision of local residents Sue Muirhead and Sue Steenkamp. Their efforts led to the
establishment of a permanent library on the veranda of the Townhall.

The library has since been named "Anne’s Library" in honor of the late Anne Nightingale, a
beloved community member who had a deep passion for reading.

The Honesty Library is more than just a place to borrow books - it's a testament to the
incredible spirit of the Boesmansriviermond community. Residents have embraced the
concept wholeheartedly, making it a treasured resource for everyone in the village.



In the photo: Sue Muirhead and Errol Nightingale, appreciating the Honesty Library, a
project that truly reflects the essence of community spirit!

What a remarkable example of community collaboration and kindness!




After many months if not years agitation the municipality has appointed a contractor to repair
streetlights in our villages. Thank you Jaques for keeping the audit list and following up daily!
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TAILEND

The BRRAG TEAM

brrag@boesmans.co.za

https://www.facebook.com/BoesmansriviermondRatepayersOrganisation/
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